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Joſeph Prieſtley, L. L. D. b. 11. 
DELLS 
— 
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M DCC XCH, 


——— —— —— 
UPON ACTS OF PARLIAMENT, 


—— — 


BUT can an A of Parliament authorize 
a manifeſt injuſtice? And when you are taxed 


with oppreſſing your neighbours in exacting of them, 


that, for which you have given them 10 equivalent, 
will it be ſufficient at the great day of judgment to lay, 
that you had an AF of Parliament for doing it? 
[Familiar Letters addreſſed to the Inhabitants of Birmingham 
—page 66, paragraph 3, line 3—publiſhed in 1790. 


Will an A of Parliament. excuſe you in the fight 
of God, for exacting of any man more than in the 
eye of reaſon and equity he ought to pay. If an AF of 
Parliament will not juſtify the taking men's lives, 
neither will it juſtify the taking their money. 


[The ſame paragraph—line 13. 


| A2 | | I. 


— — —— — 2 — ] — —— — 
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L. 
"UPON RESISTANCE TO GOVERNMENT. 


IF government, though legal and con- 
fitutional, has not made ſufficient proviſion for the 
happineſs of the people, no other property, or title by 
which it may be dignified, ought to ſhelter it from 
the generous attack of the noble, and daring patriot. 


[ Efſay on the Firſt Principles of Government, Sect. II. 
of Political Liberty—page 35, paragraph 2, 
line 9 to page 36, line 8—publiſhed in 1791. 


Governors will never be awed by the voice of 
the people, ſo long as it is a mere voice, without 
overt acts. | 


[Tbid. page 46, 47, paragraph 3, line 24. 
III. 
UPON LIBERTY, CIVIL AND POLITICAL. 


CIVIL liberty extends no further than 
to a man's own condu?7, and ſignifies the right he has 


to 
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to be exempt from the controul of the ſociety, or its 
agents. DE 24, 


[ Ibid, Sect. I. of the Firſt Principles of Government and 
the different kinds of Liberty—p. 9, parag. 2, line 7, 


In countries where a man by his birth or fortune 
is excluded from the ſupreme offices, or from a 
power of voting for proper perſons to fill them, that 
man, whatever may be the form of the government, 
or whatever civil liberty or power over bis own actions 
he may have, has no power over thoſe of another, 
and therefore has no political liberty at all. Nay, his 
own conduct, as far as the ſociety does interfere, is 
in all caſes directed by others. 


It may be ſaid, that no ſociety upon earth was ever 
formed in the manner repreſented above.—lI an- 
ſwer, it is true, becauſe all governments whatever 
have been, in ſome meaſure, compulſory, Hran- 
nical, and oppreſſive in their origin; but the method 
] have deſcribed, muſt be allowed to be the only free, 
and equitable method of forming a ſociety; and ſince 
every man retains, and can never be deprived of his 
natural right of relieving himſelf from all oppreſſion; 
that is, from every thing that has been impoſed upon 
bim without his conſent ; this mult be the only 
true, and proper foundation of a the governments 
ſubſiſting in the world, and that, to which the people 

A 3 ; who 
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who compoſe them, have an unalienable right to bring 
them back. | 


[Ibid. Sect. II. page 117, line 7, to page 123 
and the end of the ſecond paragraph. 


IW. 
OF LEGAL RESTRAINT UPON HUMAN ACTIONS, 


IN truth, the greater part of human 
actions are of ſuch a nature, that more inconvenience 
would follow from their being fixed-by laws, than 
from their being left to every man's arbitrary will. 


[1bid. SeR. HI. of Civil Liberty—p. 52, parag. a, line g. 
r 


; V. 
OF LEGAL RESTRAINT ON OPINIONS, 


| IF a man commit murder, let him 
be puniſhed as a murderer, and let no regard be 
paid to his plea of conſcience for committing the 
action; but let not the opinions which hes ts the 


all ion be meddled with, 
[1bid, page 118, line 8, 


1 


VI. 


RELIGION N GENERAL. 


2 — 


BESIDES, though rzL1G10n, or the 
belief of a God, a Providence, and a future tate, have 
its «ſe with reſpe& to ſociety, it is not abſolutely 
NECESSARY for that purpoſe, 

{Familiar Letters addreſſed to the Tahabitants of 


Birmingham—page 55, Paragragh 2, line 1, 
— 


III. 


THE BISHOPS AND THE INFERIOR CLERGY. 


AS to the Clergy, we make ourſelves 
perfectly eaſy about them ; for ſhould the Court 
once more ſmile upon c, and ſhould the Miniſter 
of the day only give a ſingle nod, oppoſition will va- 


niſh as by a charm, 
[Ibid. page 36, line 10. 


The Biſhops of this reign would in ſuch a caſe in- 
fantly become as thoſe of the lat; and as to the 
inferior Clergy, they would wheel about as quickly 


A4 as 


1 
as ſoldiers on a parade, when the word of command 
is given them in the preſence of the King in St. 
James's Park. | 
[ Ibid. line 21, 


Ie are the ſheep, and (the Clergy) our accuſers 
are the wolves, and ſay what we will, wwe muſt be 


guily. 


[Tbid. page 22, paragraph a, line 18, 


PIE 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT, 


WE are now in the ſituation of the 
- primitive chriſtians, as the friends of reformation have 
nothing to expect from power or general favour, but 
muſt look for every ſpecies of abuſe and perſecution 
that the ſpirit of the times will admit of. If even 
burning alive was a ſight that the country would 
now bear, there exiſts a ſpirit that would inflit that 
horrid puniſhment, and with as much cool indifference © 
and ſavage exultation as in any preceding ages of the 

world. 


Extract from a SERMON We benefit of Hackney Col- 
lege, and quoted by Dr. Prieſtley in his * Appeal to the Public 


on the Riots at Birmingham, p. 23, parag. 3, l. 1 to p. 24, l. 13. 
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1X, 


THE KING, 


WHAT has been the return for this 
unqueſtionable proof of our loyalty and zeal ?— 
Has it ſecured to us the gratitude of the Kino? 


[Familiar Letters addreſſed to the Inhabitants 
of Birmingham page 13, parag. 3, line x. 


Now it has unfortunately happened, that © au- 
other King is ariſen who knoweth not Foſeph*,” or the 
| obligations that his family are under. | 
(Ibid. page 14; 


Should Taz Kinc, like Abaſuerus in the book 
of Eſther, vi. 1. not be able to ſleep, and call upon 
one of the Lords of his bed-chamber to read to him 
out of the book of the records of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of England, and ſhould there find who had 
been the moſt zealous for the revolution under King 
William —for the acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover 


® This pale i is taken from Scripture. ! Now there aroſe 
up a new King over Egypt, which knew not Jeſapb. 
That new King was Pharaoh—of all n 
and cruel. | 


—for 


10 ] 


for the ſuppreſſion of the rebellions in 1575 and 


1745— and who took His part in a late change of 
adminiſtration ; and then enquire, what honour and 


dignity (ch. vi. 6.) had been done to his friends, 
and the friends of bis family; and learn, that in- 
ſtead of any thing being done to reward, much had 
been done to mortify, and puniſh them; that to this 
very day they had been perſecuted by lies, and 
calumnies, as men whoſe laws were diverſe from thoſe 
of all other people, and who do not keep the King's laws, 
and therefore ſay, that it is not for the Kinc's profit 
to ſuffer them (ch. iii. 8.) ; poor deſpiſed Mordecai 
may be advanced, and ſome other uſe be made of 
the gallows that was erected for bim. 


[1bid. page 36, paragraph 2, line x, | 


| X. 
THE AMERICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


—  — 


THE Americans ventured to do a 
great deal more than our anceſtors at the Revolu- 
tion, and ſet a glorious example to France and the whole 
They formed a completely new government on the 
principles of equal liberty and the rights of men (as 

Dr. Price 


* :] 


Dr. Price expreſſively and happily ſaid) © wirwovur 
* NoBLES—WITHOUT BisHOPS—and WITHOUT A 
se KING.” 


— 1 


AL, 


THE LATE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE, 


BY means of national debts the wheels of 
ſeveral European governments are already ſo much 
clogged, that it is impoſſible they ſhould go on much 
longer. The very Peace Eſtabliſhment of France 
could not be kept up any longer; and the ſame muſt © 
| ſoon be the fituation of other countries, All the cauſes 
which have operated to the augmentation of theſe 
debts, continue to operate; ſo that our approach to 
THIS GREAT CRISIS in our affairs is not equable, 
but accelerated, 


[Letters to Mr. Burke—page 153, paragraph a, line 1, 


- If the condition of other nations be as much bet- 
tered, as that of France, probably will be by her 
| improved 
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improved ſyſtem of government, that EAT cRIS1Iĩ, 
dreadful as it appears in proſpect, will be a conſum- 
| mation devoutly to be wiſhed, 
| Ibid. 154, paragraph 2, line x, 


I rejoice to ſee the warmth with which the cauſe 
| of orthodoxy, that is, long eſtabliſhed opinions how- 
ever erroneous, and that of the hierarchy is now 
taken up by its friends—becauſe, if their ſyſtem be 
not well founded, they are only accelerating its de- 
ſtruction. In fa, they are aſſiſting me in the proper 
diſpoſal of thoſe trams of gunpowder which have been 
feme time accumulating, and at which they have taken 
fo great an alarm, and which will certainly b/ow it up 
at length as ſuddenly as unexpeFedly, and as completely 
as the overthrow of the late arbitrary government in 
France. 


—— —_—_—_ — — — 


[Preface to the Letters to Mr. Burn —page 207 and 
208, in the ſame volume that contains the Fami- 
liar Letters to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. 


That a contraſt is now exhibited between the two ri- 
wal nations of France and England, and how may Eng- 


liſhmen blu to look upon it ! 
422 ua ON [Familiar Letters, page 210. 


How different are the ſpectacles that are now 
exhibited in France and in England! Here bigotry 
has been foſtered, and has acquired new Crength,; 


there it is almoſt extinct. 
[Freface to the Appeal—page Ay, note x. 
AI. 
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XII. 


Riots at Birmingham. 
—_ _ uaXX7TXX_=—__—____ = 


| I. THE KING, 
Only in Part exculpated from the Guilt of them, 


— 


OF the o parties in whoſe names the 
outragesatBirmingham were committed, the Church 
and the King; the latter has I A GREAT MEASURE 
exculpated himſelf by his proclamation to apprehend 
and puniſh the rioters. 

An Appeal to the Public on the Riots in Birmingham 
page 76, paragraph a, line z—publiſhed in 1 792, 


2. THE BISHOPS, 


Conſidering the part that many of the lower 
clergy have a#ed in this buſineſs, the eyes of the 
country are now upon the Biſhops ; and their ſilence | 
will be conſtrued into approbation. 

p [Ibid. page 75, line 9. 
| 3. THE 
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3. THE BISHOP AND CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE, 


There are ſeveral places in Germany, in which 
the Catholics and Proteſtants conſtantly make uſe 
of the ſame places of public worſhip. Such an 
offer on the part of the Clergy and rhe Biſhop of the 
diocgſe, would have done them the greateſt credit, 
and have contributed very much towards exculpating 
them from having any ſhare in the outrage, But 
this natural and eaſy method, which would have coſt 
them nothing, not having been done, they remain 
without that exculpation. 


[Tbid. page 73. 


4. MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH AT BIRMINGHAM. 


Here, inſtead of anſwering our books, the mem- 
bers of the Church of England at Birmingham have 
burnt them, together with our ar Nahen, and places of 
public worſhip. 


[ Thid. page 80. 


6. THE GREAT BODY OF THE CLERGY, AND THE 
| FRIENDS OF THE KING. 


Having always been an avowed advocate of pub- 
lic liberty, and religion, which led me to write in 
| | | defence 


| [ 15 J 
defence of your late glorious revolution, the 


GREAT BODY OF THE CLERGY in this country, and 
many of thoſe who call themſelves the RIS oF 
THE KiNnG, have long been my enemies; and in 
accompliſhing my ruin, have not ſpared the inſtruments 
of that ſcience, my application to which gave ſome 
degree of weight to my labours in another field. 


[Appendix to the Appeal page 156. 
Letter to Condorcet, par. 2, I. 3. 


The violences were committed by the lower or- 
ders of the people; but if he friends of the Church, 
and of the King, in the higher ranks, had been in 
earneſt to ſuppreſs che riots, it might, no doubt, have 
been effected before any miſchief had been done. 


[Appeal—page 71, line x. 


There was, therefore, at leaſt a criminal remiſſ- 


neſs in the friends of the Church, and of the King. 
But the clearef fas ſhew that there was more than 


remiſſmeſs on the part of many perſons of better con- 
dition, and nothing that they ever did, ſhowed a real 
diſapprobation of the conduct of the mob, previous 
to the demolition of my houſe---but only a wiſh that 
they ſhould proceed no further, than that. | 


[1bid, page 71 line 19, 


6. THE 


——— — 
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6. THE TOWN AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF 
BIRMINGHAM, 


Making every allowance for the perpetrators and 
abettors of theſe horrid ſcenes at the moment, there 
has been time for reflection, and compuniorr ſince ; 
and the eyes of the nation, and of all Europe, are 
open to ſee what part both e town, and neighbour - 
bod, and above all, the Government of the country, 
will take in the caſe. On the part of the town, and 
neighbourhood nothing favourable to * has ap- 


peared as yet. 


L bid. page 71, paragraph „ the x, to page 72, line 7. 


The whole town, and neighbourhood therefore muſt 
fall under the ſuſpicion of ſcreening the * and 
therefore of an the guilt, | 


[Ibid, Page 72, 1 


7. PROVIDENCE, 


Though I had read, and reflected much on the 
feelings of Chriſtians in a ſtate of perſecution, and 
never doubted, but that in ordinary caſes their joys 
far exceeded their ſorrows, I could not know that 


* did fo to the degree in which I can truly, and 
I hope 
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1 hope without much vanity (for in this I mean 
nothing but the inſtruion, and encouragement of my 
readers) ſay, that I have lately found it. It is only 
in trying ſituations that the full force of religious 
principle is felt, and that its real energy cam ſhew 
itſell. And firmly believing, from the doctrine of 
philoſophical neceſſity, that the hand of God is in all 
events, and that in all caſes men are only his inſtru- 
ments---that under his ſure guidance all evil will 
terminate in good---and that nothing fo effectually 
promotes any good cauſe as the perſecution of its ad- 
vocates, all that I have ſuffered, and all that I can 
ſuffer, has, in many ſeaſons of the calmeſt reflection, 
appeared as nothing, and leſs than nothing. 


- I confider this perſecution (for ſo I ſhall call it, 
though my enemies will of courſe conſider it as the 
puniſhment of my evil deeds, and aw much leſs 
than I deſerve) let it be carried to what extent it will, 
as a certain prognoſtic of the prevalence of every 
great truth for which 1 have contended; and this 
proſpectr, together with the idea of my being an in- 
ſtrument in the hand of PRovIDeNce of promoting the 
ſpread of important truth by ſuffering, as well as by 
aing, has given me at times ſuch exalted feelings 
of devotion (mixed, as ſentiments of devotion, ever 
will be, with the pureſt good-will towards all men, my 

B buttereſt 
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Zittereſt enemies not excepted) as I had but an im- 
perſect idea of before. 


Ilbid. page 111, paragraph a, line 1. 


So fully am I perſuaded that more good than evil 
will reſult from what has happened to me, that were 
it in my power I would not be reftored to my former 
ſituation. Had the late events not happened, I 
ſhould of courſe have wiſhed, and prayed for con- 
tinuing as I was; for no man, I believe, ever thought 
himſelf more happily ſituated than I did but 
ProviDENCE baving now DECLARED ITSELF, Tac- 
quieſce, and even REJOICE in the DECISION. 


Lid. page 273, paragraph a, line 1. 


